WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  16,  197? 

PART  IX 


DEPARTMENT  OF 
TRANSPORTATION 


Urban  Mass  Transportation 
Administration 


TRANSPORTATION  FOR 
ELDERLY  AND 
HANDICAPPED  PERSONS 


Transit  Bus  Requirements 


%54 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 


Title  49 — ^Transportation 

CHAPTER  VI— URBAN  MASS  TRANSPOR¬ 
TATION,  ADMINISTRATION,  DEPART¬ 
MENT  OF  TRANSPORTATION 

[OST  Docket  No.  51;  Notice  77-7] 

PART  609— TRANSPORTATION  FOR 
ELDERLY  AND  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS 

Amendments  to  Transit  Bus  Requirements 

AGENCY :  Urban  Mass  Transportation 
Administration,  Department  of  Trans¬ 
portation. 

ACTION:  1.  Pinal  Rule;  2.  Notice  of 
Public  Hearing:  3.  Adoption  of  Policy; 
4.  Request  for  Comments. 

SUMMARY:  One  purpose  of  this  docu¬ 
ment  is  to  amend  recently  adopted  reg¬ 
ulations  establishing  bus  design  stand¬ 
ards  for  transportation  of  elderly  and 
handicapped  persons.  (See  41  FH  45842.) 
Those  regulations  require,  among  other 
things,  that  after.  February  15,  1977  all 
new,  standard,  full-size  urban  transit 
buses  for  which  a  recipient  of  Urban 
Mass  Transportation  Administration 
(“UMTA”)  fimds  issues  a  bid  solicita¬ 
tion  must  have  a  24-inch  effective  floor 
height  and  8-inch  high  front  door  steps. 
The  purpose  of  this  amendment  is  to 
postpone  the  effective  date  of  only  these 
requirements  until  May  27,  1977. 

A  second  purpose  of  this  document  is 
to  notify  the  public  that  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Transportation  (DOT)  will  hold 
a  public  hearing  on  March  15,  1977  in 
Washington,  D.C.  to  obtain  advice  with 
respect  to  advanced  design  bus  develop¬ 
ment  and  the  Transbus  program.  The 
specific  issues  to  be  addressed  at  the 
March  15,  1977  public  hearing  are  set 
out  below  under  the  heading  “Supple¬ 
mentary  Information.” 

The  third  purpose  of  this  document  is 
to  announce  the  adoption  of  specific  pol¬ 
icies  to  enable  recipients  of  UMTA  funds 
to  issue  bid  solicitations  for  current  and 
advanced  design  transit  buses  under  ap¬ 
propriate  procurement  policies  until 
such  time  as  a  final  decision  is  reached 
and  that  decision  is  implonented.  The 
fourth  purpose  is  to  solicit  advice  on 
such  procurement  procedures. 

DATES:  1.  The  policies  for  the  procure¬ 
ment  of  advanced  design  buses  set 
forth  in  this  document  will  become 
effective  on  February  14,  1977;  2.  The 
Public  Hearing  on  Transbus  will  be 
held  In  Washington,  D.C.  on  March  15, 
1977.  Written  submissions  will  be  ac¬ 
cepted  until  April  1,  1977.  A  final  de¬ 
cision  on  Transbus  and  the  related 
questimis  of  provisions  for  the  elderly 
and  handicapped  will  be  announced 
not  later  than  May  27,  1977;  3.  Cmn- 
ments  and  advice  on  bus  procurement 
procedures  may  be  submitted  on  or  be¬ 
fore  February  24, 1977. 


ADDRESSES;  Comments  on  the  issues 
may  be  submitted  to  the  following  ad¬ 
dress; 

Docket  Clerk, 

Office  of  the  General  Coimsel, 

TGC-10,  ATTN:  Docket  No.  51. 
Department  of  Transportation, 

400  7th  Street.  S.W.. 

Washington,  D.C.  20590. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CON- 
TACT: 

David  A.  Jewell,  Director  of  Public  Af¬ 
fairs,  Office  of  the  Secretary'  of  Trans¬ 
portation.  400  7th  Street,  S.W..  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  20590.  (202)  426-4570. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 

1.  Introduction.  UMTA  funds  80  per¬ 
cent  of  the  cost  of  transit  buses  and 
reviews  specifications  for  such  buses. 
On  August  2,  1976  an  UMTA  policy 
statement  requiring  improvements  in 
transit  bus  design  to  facilitate  trans¬ 
portation  of  the  elderly  and  handi¬ 
capped  and  allowing  purchase  of  ad¬ 
vanced  design  buses  was  issued.  The 
Secretary  is  craicemed  about  whether 
this  policy  is  adeq\iate  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  elderly  and  handicapped, 
encourages  development  of  new  tech¬ 
nology  and  promotes  a  viable  and  com¬ 
petitive  bus  manufacturing  industry. 

Central  to  these  issues  is  the  federally- 
funded  Transbus  program  which  began 
in  1971  with  the  objectives  of  developing 
a  new  generation  of  better  and  more  at¬ 
tractive  transit  buses,  providing  elderly 
and  handicapped  passengers  better  ac¬ 
cess  to  mass  transportation  and  encour¬ 
aging  competition  in  the  bus  manufac¬ 
turing  industry.  In  1976  a  decision  was 
made  not  to  proceed  further  with  the 
Transbus  program. 

This  decision,  as  w'ell  as  the  corporate 
decisions  of  each  of  the  three  transit 
bus  manufacturers,  placed  the  manufac¬ 
turers  in  different  competitive  positions. 
One  manufacturer  has  stated  that  it 
relied  on  a  federally  mandated  and  fi¬ 
nanced  Transbus.  Two  other  manufac¬ 
turers  have  made  cmnmitments  to  pro¬ 
duce  an  advanced  design  bus  short  of 
Transbus. 

We  believe  it  is  urgent  to  maintain  a 
viable  and  competitive  bus  manufactur¬ 
ing  industry,  to  establish  a  predictable 
Federal  policy  which  will  permit  transit 
operators  and  manufacturers  to  make  in¬ 
formed  business  decisions  and  to  provide 
better  and  more  attractive  mass  trans¬ 
portation  for  elderly,  handicapped  and 
all  other  persons. 

2.  Amendment  to  regulations  on  trans~ 
portation  for  elderly  and  handicapped 
persons.  This  amendment  (set  for^  at 
the  end  of  this  document)  delays  the 
February  15  effective  date  for  the  re¬ 
quirements  (m  floor  and  step  heights  and 
tread  depth,  but  does  not  delay  the 
wheelchair  accessibility  option  require¬ 
ment. 


3.  Public  hearing  on  transbus  and  re¬ 
lated  issues.  With  regard  to  the  Transbus 
program  and  related  issues,  the  views  of 
transit  bus  manufacturers,  transit  oper¬ 
ators.  elderly  and  handicai^sed  persons 
and  other  members  of  the  public  are 
desired  to  assist  the  Secretary  in  resolv¬ 
ing  the  following  issues; 

A.  Should  the  Secretary  (i)  require  or 
(ii)  encom-age  the  use  of  a  Transbus  per¬ 
formance  specification  for  all  new  transit 
buses  purcha^d  after  a  certain  date? 

B.  If  Transbus  is  required;  (1)  what 
should  be  the  effective  date  of  that  re¬ 
quirement  (ii)  what  should  be  its  floor 
height?  (ill)  what  equipment  at  what 
locati<m  should  be  specified  or  optional 
to  assist  non-ambulatory  and  semi-am¬ 
bulatory  passengers?  (iv>  what  further 
research  and  development  efforts,  if  any, 
are  necessary?  (v)  what  should  be  the 
Federal  role  (including  financing)  in 
bringing  Transbus  into  production  and 
accomplishing  these  objectives? 

C.  If  the  Secretary  determines  only  to 
encourage  (rather  than  require)  Trans¬ 
bus,  what  should  be  the  Federal  role  in 
acc<Hnplishing  that  goal? 

To  assist  in  the  resolution  of  these  is¬ 
sues,  a  public  hearing  will  be  held  on 
March  15,  1977  from  9;30  a.m.  to  12;00 
noon  and  2;  00  p.m.  to  5;  00  p.m.  at  the 
DOT  Headquarters,  400  7th  Street,  S.W., 
Washington,  D.C..  in  Room  2230.  We  will 
seek  to  assure  a  fair  opportunity  for  all 
interested  parties  to  present  their  views. 

Requests  to  testify  will  be  acc^ted 
from  public  officials,  representatives  of 
recognized  organizations  and  manufac¬ 
turers.  Time  allotments  will  be  governed 
by  the  number  of  requests  received.  Pro¬ 
spective  witnesses  With  similar  views  may 
be  asked  to  combine  their  presentations. 
In  the  event  that  accoounodation  can¬ 
not  be  made,  assignment  will  be  by  lot. 

Any  public  official  or  representative  of 
an  organization  desiring  to  participate 
at  the  hearing  should  write  directly  to 
the  General  Counsel  (marking  “TYans- 
bus  hearing”  on  the  envelope)  at  the 
above  address  before  March  1.  1977  giv¬ 
ing  the  following  information; 

1.  Name  and  address. 

2.  Telephone  number  during  normal 
working  hours. 

3.  Capacity  in  which  presentatiem  will 
be  made. 

4.  Principal  issue  to  be  addressed. 

5.  Time  desired. 

Written  comments  should  be  rec^ved 
on  or  before  April  1, 1977.  The  Secretary 
will  make  a  decisimi  on  these  issues  ik> 
later  than  May  27, 1977. 

4.  Policies  and  procedures.  Until  such 
time  as  a  final  decision  is  reached  and 
implonented.  a  recipient  of  UMTA  funds 
may  proceed,  at  its  choice,  with  the  pro- 
curemoit  of  either  a  current  or  ad¬ 
vanced  design ,  bus,  which  offers  the 
wheelchair  option  and  which  receives 
UMTA  project  approval.  In  either  case, 
UMTA  will  ccmtiitue  to  provide  80  per- 
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cent  of  the  cost  of  the  buses.  Comments 
are  requested  as  to  the  procurement  pro¬ 
cedures  which  should  ^  adopted  to  im¬ 
plement  these  policies.  All  interested 
persons  are  invited  to  submit  such  com¬ 
ments  by  February  24,  1977.  Comments 
should  identify  the  regulatory  docket 
number  (see  above),  and  be  marked 
“Procurement  Policy”  on  the  envelope. 
Four  copies  (if  possible)  should  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  D^ketClerk,  Office  of  the 
(Seneral  Counsel,  TGC-10,  ATTN:  Dock¬ 
et  No.  51,  Department  of  Transporta¬ 
tion,  400  7th  Street,  S.W.,  Washington, 
D.C.  20590.  Comments  will  be  available 
for  inspection  and  copying  in  the  Office 
of  the  Assistant  General  Counsel  for  Op¬ 
erations  and  Legal  Counsel  (TGC-10). 
Room  10100,  400  7th  Street,  S.W.,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  from  9:00  a.m.  to  5:30  pun. 
local  time,  Monday  through  Friday  ex- 
c^t  holidays. 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

Accordingly,  49  CPR  Part  609  is 
amended  by  revising  S  609.15(a)  to  read 
as  set  forth  below. 

Effective  date:  This  revision  is  effec¬ 
tive  on  February  14, 1977. 

Issued  in  Washington,  D.C.  cm  P^bru- 
ary  14, 1977. 

Brckk  Adams, 

Secretary  of  Transportation. 

49  CFR  609.15(a)  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  609.15  Buses. 

(a)  Paragraph  (b)  of  this  section  ap¬ 
plies  to  new,  standard,  full-size  urban 
transit  buses  (of  current  or  advanced  de¬ 
sign)  for  which  a  recipient  of  UMTA 
funds  issues  a  procuremmt  solicitation 
containing  UMTA-approved  vehicle 
specifications  after  February  14,  1977. 


9655 

Paragraph  (c)  of  this  section  applies  to 
new,  standard  fiill-size  urban  transit 
buses  (of  current  or  advanced  design) 
for  which  an  UMTA  grantee  issues  a 
procurement  solicitation  containing 
UMTA-approved  vehicle  specifications 
sdter  May  27, 1977.  TTie  remaining  para¬ 
graphs  of  this  section  apply  to  these  and 
all  other  transit  buses  exceeding  22  feet 
in  length  for  which  an  UMTA  grantee 
issues,  on  or  after  May  27,  1977,  a  pro¬ 
curement  solicitation  containing  UMTA- 
approved  vehicle  specifications.  For  any 
transit  bus  exceeding  22  feet  in  length, 
but  not  otherwise  described  above,  re¬ 
quirements  concerning  wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessibility,  floor  height,  or  step  height 
will  be  handled  on  a  case-by-case  basis 
as  part  of  the  project  approval  process. 
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Advance  Orders  are  now  being  Accepted 
for  delivery  in  about  6  weeks 

CODE  OF  FEDERAL  REGULATIONS 


(Revised  as  of  April  1,  1976) 


Quantity  Volume 

Price 

Amount 

Title  22 — Foreign  Relations 

$4.  20 

$ - 

lA  Cumulative  checklist  of  CFR  issuances  for  1976  appears  in  the  first  issue 
of  the  Federal  Register  each  month  under  Title  1  ] 
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